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TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: PPP JUGGERNAUT OUT TO CRUSH KHAR AND COMPANY 
REF: LAHORE 1134 

1. SUMMARY: BY-ELECTION CAMPAIGN FOR PUNJAB ASSEMBLY 
SEAT (LAHORE VI) HAS DEVELOPED INTO POLITICAL SPECTACULAR, 

WITH EX-PPP GOVERNOR AND CHIEF MINISTER GHULAM MUSTAFA KHAR'S 
INDEPENDENT CANDIDACY KEY STIMULUS. RACE HAS BECOME 
VIRTUALLY TWO-WAY CONTEST BETWEEN KHAR AND PPP-ENDORSED SHER 
MOHAMMED BHATTI. PARTY HIGH COMMAND, TAKING NO CHANCES, 

HAS MOUNTED A VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN LED BY PPP NATIONAL GENERAL 
SECRETARY MUBASHIR HASSAN, ALMOST ECLIPSING BHATTI IN 
PROCESS. KHAR HAS REPORTEDLY ATTRACTED CONSIDERABLE, THOUGH 
DISCREET, OPPOSITION SUPPORT, BUT TYPED BY PPP AS LAND- 
OWNING REACTIONARY AND "REVOLUTIONARY -COME-LATELY, " HAS 
IDENTITY PROBLEMS IN LARGELY PROLETARIAN CONSTITUENCY. 

MEDIA COVERAGE, ESPECIALLY IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS, OVER- 
WHLEMINGLY ANTI-KHAR, WITH CAMPAIGN DEVOLVING INTO BATTLE OF 
SLOGANS AND PERSONALITIES. KHAR, STRUGGLING TO DEFEND RECORD, 
HAS OFFERED LITTLE OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE, CONCENTRATING 
INSTEAD ON THEME OF PUNJAB PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY AND PALLID 
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ISLAMIC SHIBBOLETHS. PPP HAS FALLEN BACK ON BHUTTO CHARISMA, 
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PAST PARTY SLOGANS AND PURPORTED ACHIEVEMENTS OF PPP 
GOVERNMENTS. OFFICIAL HARASSMENT OF KHAR CONTINUES, AND PPP, 
ALTHOUGH IT HAS HOTLY DENIED IT, NO DOUBT PREPARED RESORT TO 
ELECTION MALPRACTICES IF NECESSARY. IT IS DIFFICULT AT THIS 
STAGE TO PREDICT OUTCOME OF OCTOBER 19 POLL, BUT PPP CLEARLY 
IN COMMANDING POSITION. WHATEVER RESULT, REAL SIGNIFICANCE 
LIES IN EFFECT PRESENT CAMPAIGN MAY HAVE ON ISSUES AND PARTY 
ALIGNMENTS IN NEXT GENERAL ELECTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. BY-ELECTION CAMPAIGN FOR PUNJAB ASSEMBLY SEAT (LAHORE 
VI), VACATED BY EX-CHIEF MINISTER RAMAY, BEGAN IN EARNEST 
OCTOBER 1 DESPITE RIGORS OF RAMAZAN. SINCE OCTOBER 7-8 
EID HOLIDAYS, ELECTIONEERING PROCEEDING AT "HECTIC PACE," 

SHAPING INTO MOST DYNAMIC POLITICAL EVENT IN PUNJAB SINCE 
1971. 

3. ALTHOUGH 12 CANDIDATES FILED FOR OCTOBER 19 ELECTION, 

CONTEST HAS BECOME TWO-WAY RACE BETWEEN PPP-ENDORSED SHER 
MUHAMMAD BHATTI AND EX-GOVERNOR KHAR RUNNING AS INDEPENDENT 
AFTER BOLTING PPP SEPTEMBER 24 (REFTEL). ONLY OTHER SIGNIFICANT 
CANDIDATE, BUT WITH NO POSSIBILITY OF WINNING, IS JUP'S 

MAULANA AHMAD ALI KASURI, AVOWEDLY ANTI-KHAR. SOME OTHERS WILL 
LIKELY WITHDRAW BY OCTOBER 16. URBAN CONSTITUENCY, WITH 
125,000 VOTERS, IS BASICALLY PROLETARIAN, DOMINATED BY INDUSTRIAL 
AND RAILWAY WORKERS, AND PPP STRONGHOLD. 

4. PPP PULLING OUT ALL STOPS FOR BHATTI'S ELECTION. ARRAY 
OF CENTRAL AND PROVINCIAL MINISTERS HAS BEEN STUMPING 
CONSTITUENCY DAILY, INCLUDING SHEIKH RASHID, MERAJ KHALID 

AND ESPECIALLY MINISTER OF STATE MALIK AJJTAR, LOCALLY IMPORTANT 
MNA. NATIONAL GEN SECY MUBASHIR HASSAN HAS TAKEN PERSONAL 
COMMAND AS COORDINATOR WITH LARGE STAFF. BETTER SPEAKERS HAGGLE 
PUBLIC MEETINGS, WHILE OTHERS CONCENTRATE ON PARTY WORKERS' 
GATHERING AND DOOR-TO-DOOR CONTACT. AMID SUCH ATTENTION, 

CANDIDATE BHATTI APPEARS ALMOST ECLIPSED. 

5. KHAR HAS MADE FEWER PUBLIC APPEARANCES, REPORTEDLY WITH 

LESS RESPONSE, APPARENTLY DEPENDING MORE ON PERSONAL EFFORTS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 LAHORE 01186 01 OF02 142216Z 

OF VARIED BAND OF WORKERS. MOST OPPOSITION ELEMENTS ARE 
RELIABLY REPORTED DISCREETLY PLUGGING FOR KHAR IN COMBINED 
ASSAULT ON PPP, ALTHOUGH WITH LITTLE LOVE FOR CANDIDATE. 

THESE INCLUDE SUPPORTERS OF RAMAY (LAST INCUMBENT OF SEAT), 

TIP, CML AND JAMA'AT-I-ISLAMI. RAMAY CONFIDANT TELLS US 
SENATOR MAY DECLARE FOR KHAR IN NEXT FEW DAYS. KHAR, TYPED 
BY PPP AS AFFLUENT "JAGIRDAR" (LARGE LANDOWNER) FROM DOWN- 
COUNTRY AND "REVOLUTIONARY -COME-LATELY, " HAS SERIOUS IDENTITY 
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PROBLEM IN WORKERS' BALIWICK AGAINST BHATTI, NATIVE SON OF 
HUMBLE FAMILY. KHAR PROMISES KEY PUBLIC ADDRESS OCTOBER 15 
AT WHICH HE MAY "TELL ALL." 


6. PROBLEM OF ASSESSING THIS CAMPAIGN AND PUBLIC RESPONSE IS 
COMPOUNDED BY FACT THAT MEDIA COVERAGE SO OVERWHELMINGLY 
STACKED FOR BHATTI, AGAINST KHAR. ALL ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPERS 
AND MOST VERNACULARS, UNDER FIRM GOVERNMENT GRIP, GIVING MASSIVE 
COVERAGE TO ANTI-KHAR HARANGUES BY PPP SPOKESMEN, WHILE KHAR'S 
ACTIVITIES VIRTUALLY BLACKED OUT. (VOLUME RUNNING ABOUT 
25-TO-l PRO-PPP IN COLUMN INCHES.) TO LIMITED EXTENT THAT 
KHAR'S STATEMENTS ARE PUBLISHED, THEY APPEAR IN BLATANTLY 
SUBJECTIVE "STAFF REPORTER" PIECES SLANTED AGAINST KHAR IN 
DETAIL. ONLY PAPER ACCORDING KHAR FAIR HEARING IS 
INDEPENDENT URDU NAWA-I-WAQT WHICH CONTINUES PUBLISH BOTH 
SIDES. 
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7. TYPICALLY, CAMPAIGN HAS DEVOLVED INTO BATTLE OF SLOGANS 
AND PERSONALITIES UNMATCHED FOR VITUPERATION IN OUR MEMORY, 

WITH KHAR GETTING THE WORST. HE IS NATURALLY VULNERABLE FROM 
PAST BAD BEHAVIOR, RESIGNATION FROM PPP OVER PERSONAL PIQUE, 

AND MANIFEST QUEST FOR POWER. THUS PPP SPOKESMEN (AS REPORTED 
IN PRESS) HAVE BRANDED HIM EVERYTHING FROM "POWER-MAD CHAUVINIST, 
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RENEGADE, DRACULA... SELFISH OPPORTUNIST.. .MEGALOMANIAC... 
FRUSTRATED ANGRY MAN" TO "CRUEL AGENT OF FEUDALISM.. .MISGUIDED 
NEUROTIC . . .DISGRUNTLED PLAYBOY.. .SPOILED CHILD. ..POLITICAL 
PIGMY.. .WOLF IN LAMB'S CLOTHING." MANY ASPERSIONS ALSO CAST 
ON HIS ALLEGED EXCESSES IN PUBLIC OFFICE AS MARTIAL LAW 
ADMINISTRATOR, CHIEF MINISTER, TOTAL GOVERNOR. MERAJ KHALID 
TOLD PUBLIC RALLY OCTOBER 1 1 "AS MANY AS 40 CASES OF MISUSE 
OF POWER, CORRUPTION AND MURDER" COULD BE BROUGHT AGAINST 
KHAR; PUNJAB MINISTER KHALID MALIK DETAILED THEM IN PRESS 
CONFERENCE SAME DAY. THUS, PARTY HAS ADOPTED "GOOD RIDDANCE" 
ATTITUDE TOWARD KHAR. 

8. AS FOR ISSUES, KHAR HAS REPORTEDLY OFFERED LITTLE OF SOCIO- 
ECONOMIC SUBSTANCE, HAMMERING INSTEAD ON THEME OF PUNJAB 
PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY (REFTEL) AND ISLAMIC SHIBBOLETHS. THIS 
LINE IN TURN HEAVILY ATTACKED BY PPP SPOKESMEN, ACCUSING KHAR 
OF ANTI-NATIONAL DESIGNS A LA WALI KHAN, G. M. SYED AND LATE 
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MUJIBUR RAHMAN. HIS WELL-PUBLICIZED RECENT CONTACTS HERE WITH 
SINDHI AND BALUCH "PAROCHIALISTS" RASUL BAKHSH TALPUR AND AKBAR 
BUGTI HAVE GIVEN PPP FURTHER AMMUNITION. 

9. FOR ITS PART, PPP HAS FALLEN BACK ON BHUTTO'S CHAIRSMA, 

PAST PARTY SLOGANS ("ISLAM, SOCIALISM, DEMOCRACY AND POWER TO 
PEOPLE") AND PURPORTED ACHIEVEMENTS OF PPP GOVERNMENTS. 

GUT ISSUES ON COMMON MEN'S MINDS, SUCH AS INFLATIONARY PRESSURES, 
APPARENTLY BEING BEGGED. IN RECENT DAYS, HOWEVER, PPP SPOKES- 
MEN HAVE EVIDENTLY BEEN SOFTPF.DAT J ,TNG PERSONAL ATTACKS ON 
KHAR IN FAVOR OF MORE POSITIVE THRUST. 

10. EVIDENCE CONTINUES OF OFFICIAL HARASSMENT OF KHAR AND 
ASSOCIATES, INCLUDING ARRESTS OF SOME MNAS, MPAS AND WORKERS, 
WHILE KHAR PROTESTS REGULARLY IN SPEECHES AND PRESS 
CONFERENCES. MANY OF HIS LEADING ASSOCIATES HAVE 
SUCCESSFULLY MOVED COURTS FOR "BAIL BEFORE ARREST." 

(RUMORS CURRENT, WHICH WE DISBELIEVE, THAT KHAR MAY BE 
ARRESTED BEFORE ELECTION DAY.) SPECULATION MOUNTS OVER POSS- 
BILITY OF VIOLENCE ON ELECTION DAY IF NOT BEFORE, AND AUTHORITIES 
HAVE NOTICEABLY TIGHTENED SECURITY AROUND LAHORE. INEVITABLE 
APPREHENSIONS OF BALLOT-BOX STUFFING, COERCION AND OTHER ELECTION 
ABUSES, MAINLY SOUNDED BY KHAR SIDE, HAVE BEEN COUNTERED 
CATEGORICALLY BY ADMINISTRATION. IN CONFERENCE WITH CANDIDATES 
OCTOBER 9, CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER JAN DECLARED THAT, 

IN ADDITION TO REGULAR SURVEILLANCE BY COMMISSION AND DISTRICT 
OFFICIALS, "MOBILE COURTS" OF LOCAL MAGISTRATES WILL PATROL 
CONSTITUENCY ELECTION DAY TO "PROSECUTE MALPRACTICES" ON 
THE SPOT. (OPPOSITION SOURCES MISTRUST SUCH PROCEDURE 
SINCE MOST MAGISTRATES ARE PPP APPOINTEES SINCE 1972.) 
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1 1 . WITH LOPSIDEDNESS OF MEDIA COVERAGE AND ACUTE PARTIALITY 
OF MOST OF OUR SOURCES ONE WAY OR OTHER, IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
PREDICT CONFIDENTLY OUTCOME OF THIS BITTER, DIVISIVE ELECTION. 

OUR BEST RECENT OPPOSITION CONTACTS - E.G. EX-PUNJAB MINISTER 
KHAKWANI (PRO-RAMAY PPP MAVERICK) AND TIP LEADER MUHAMMAD 
ANWAR - INIST THAT BHUTTO'S IMAGE BADLY TARNISHED AND HIS 
STRENGTH ERODED BY "ARROGANT" MISHANDLING OF PARTY AFFAIRS AND 
PUBLIC MALAISE OVER INFLATION, AND THAT KHAR CAN ENGINEER 
UPSET WITH OPPOSITION SUPPORT. WE INCLINED DISCOUNT THIS AS 
MERE WISHFUL THINKING. ON CONTRARY, WE ARE PREPARED CONCEDE 
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THAT STRONG CAMPAIGNING, SUPERIOR RESOURCES, GOOD CANDIDATE, 
HISTORIC PPP APPEAL IN WORKERS’ DISTRICT AND, NOT LEAST, 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OVER BALLOTTING (SHADES OF PESHAWAR, 
AZAD KASHMIR) WILL BE ENOUGH TO INSURE SIZEABLE MAJORITY 
FOR PPP CANDIDATE BHATTI ON OCTOBER 19. REAL SIGNIFICANCE LIES 
IN LONGER-TERM IMPLICATIONS FOR POLITICAL REALIGNMENT AND 
POSSIBLE EXPLOITATION OF PUNJABI PROVINCIALISM AS ISSUE IN 
NEXT GENERAL ELECTION, WHICH WE INTEND ADDRESS IN LIGHT OF BY- 
ELECTION. 

SPENGLER 
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